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Graduate Student Professional Roles and Responsibilities (summary) 
 
This document serves to outline expectations for graduate students within the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University. It was developed and 
approved in 2024 by the CFAES Graduate Student Advisory Council in coordination with the 
CFAES Office for Research and Graduate Education. Full details can be found on the CFAES 
Graduate Education webpage: https://grad.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/ 
 
1. Responsibilities of Graduate Students 
As a graduate student, you have several key responsibilities that are crucial for your academic 
and professional development. As a student, you are expected to meet the following standards: 
 

• Knowledge of Policies: You are primarily responsible for knowing the rules and 
policies outlined in the Graduate School handbook and your Graduate Program 
handbook, as well as monitoring your progress throughout your degree. It is crucial to 
stay informed and compliant with institutional guidelines. 

• Academic Progress: You should make satisfactory progress in your academic program. 
This includes meeting all program requirements, maintaining a good academic 
standing, and adhering to timelines for degree completion. 

• Professional Conduct: You are expected to exhibit professionalism in all academic and 
research activities. This includes maintaining integrity, being respectful in interactions, 
and adhering to ethical standards in research and scholarship. 

• Respect for Community: Embrace and respect the variance of the academic 
community, including differences in ideas, backgrounds, and perspectives. 

• Communication: You are expected to maintain open and timely communication with 
your advisor and other members of your academic committee. This includes regular 
updates on your progress, seeking feedback, and discussing any issues that may affect 
your academic journey. 

• Engagement: Active participation in your academic community is essential. This 
includes attending seminars, workshops, and conferences, contributing to research 
projects, and engaging with peers and faculty. Take initiative in your academic and 
professional development. Seek out opportunities for learning, networking, and skill 
development. 

 
2. Rights of Graduate Students 
Graduate students are granted certain rights that protect their interests and ensure a 
supportive academic environment. As a student, you can expect the following: 
 

• Academic Freedom: You have the right to pursue your academic work freely, including 
the freedom to express ideas and engage in scholarly debate. 
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• Fair Treatment: You are entitled to fair and equitable treatment in all aspects of their 
academic life. This includes the right to appeal decisions related to academic standing, 
financial support, and program continuation without fear of discrimination or 
retaliation. 

• Collegial Treatment: As a member of a scholarly community, you will be treated in a 
collegial and respectful manner by other members of the community, including 
students, faculty, and staff members. Graduate students have a right to study and work 
in an environment free of exploitation, intimidation, harassment and discrimination.   

• Access to Resources: You have the right to access the resources necessary to complete 
your degree and assigned work duties, including research facilities and equipment, as 
appropriate. 

• Advising: You can reasonably expect to receive effective advising and mentoring 
throughout your graduate studies. This includes access to clear guidance on academic 
requirements, research expectations, and professional development opportunities. 

• Work-Life Balance: The institution recognizes the importance of maintaining a healthy 
work-life balance and will aim to provide reasonable support for managing academic 
responsibilities alongside personal commitments. 

 
3. Support and Resources 
Graduate students have access to a variety of support services designed to enhance their 
academic and personal well-being: 

• Counseling and Wellness: Mental health and wellness services are available to support 
your emotional and psychological well-being. 

• Skill Development and Career Services: Resources are available to help you develop 
your skills and prepare for your future career. This can include workshops and 
networking opportunities offered by the university and college. 

• Conflict Resolution: If you encounter issues or conflicts during your studies, there are 
established procedures to help you resolve these matters in a fair and constructive 
manner. The university has various procedures to resolve conflicts, depending on the 
area of concern. If you are unsure how to address a conflict, please consult with the 
Graduate and Professional Student Ombudsperson at gradombuds@osu.edu. 

 
Additional Resources: 

• Graduate School Handbook: https://gradsch.osu.edu/graduate-school-handbook-gsh 
• Program handbooks: https://grad.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/resources/grievance-procedures 
• CFAES Office for Research and Graduate Education: https://grad.cfaes.ohio-state.edu/people 
• CFAES Faculty & Staff Affairs: https://cfaesfacultyandstaff.osu.edu/people/dr-tiffany-halsell-

phd-pcc 
• CFAES Graduate Student Advisory Council: https://go.osu.edu/cfaes_gsac 
• Graduate and Professional Student Ombudsperson: https://ombuds.osu.edu/grad-ombuds 
• Counseling and Consultation Services: https://ccs.osu.edu/ 
• Student Life Disability Services: https://slds.osu.edu/ 
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